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All Humanity

By Helen Fitzgerald

ONIA BABER. eminent geographer. educator and
e e oy
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wide world: her kins(olk - humanity
She is a native of Tlinois. & graduate of the Cook

where she won_ her BS. Later she became
liead of the department of gedgraphy in the Chicago In-
stitute and associale professor of the teaching of

in the University of
» mind of the scientist
he humanitarian Her methods of
both qualities. Know

t she demanded of her pupils. but knowled
For example: Suppose a student were as-
Peru and Mis People”™ She required him to
with information

consciousness of
them objectively
and repéating, parrotwise. a deadly routine of text. The
system worked remarkably wefl The pupils vie with

each other in presenting the best of the coun: na-
tions and races they-attempied to represent tn-
terpret
Such a method of teaching would have Deen futile
bad not Miss Baber b rst acquired first-hand a
vast fund of knowie rough personal contact witt
thie races and nati their own environments St
ed out on this world-wide quest in 1889, with Ber-
muda as be Europe was her next goa
hen came M p around the worid followed

Yucatan

lat turn. On all of

these varied journ
eled as an individual
Later she visited Mex
Norway. Sweden and Spitzbergen with

International Geological Congress: Vienna as a deles.
to the Congress of the Wom

en’s International League

Zonia Baber, World Travele
Geographer and Educator,
Sponsors Credo of Peace and
Inter-Racial Understanding

ing that steps be taken “to secure a portable geographic
museum for the benefit of the public schools of Chi-

Another important point was the immediate rec-
ognition of the fact that “geography is essentially an
out-of-doors science.” and fisld trips were then, and
continue to be. a part of its activities The river and

Zomia Baher

harbor of Chicago have been studied. Excursions have
been taken to areas of unusual interest, from the vies
point of physiography and plant life. such as portions
of the Valparaiso moraine, the Des Plantes Valley, the
sapd dunes of Indiana and Mic
area. the Fox and Rock River valleys and the dells
so conducted excur-

Natioval Parks the

Modal was

stinguished

plorer almur Stefans-
and Richard E Byrd
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Her Kinsfolk

Baber has chosen specifically the study of the Negro,
both from the economic and esthetic points of view.
Perhaps her most unique service for better under-
standing between the white and colored races was im
the capacity as a member of the only mixed commis-
sion which ever Investigated and reported upon condi-
tions in Haiti under American occupation. This com=
mi

member of the Woman's International League for
Peace and Freedom residing there. The personnel was
composed of six members, four of whom were white and
two Negroes. Under Miss Baber's leadership, the equal
status, official and social, was maintained, regardiess of
o0 Du = official life the commission was &
eckoned with as such. Of
st s i many. The white members,
no 0es, were made to feel the re-
action of race prejudice. The result, however, was &
spirit harmony and fairmindedness within the group,
which made it possible to probe the Intricate problem
of the little black republic in its relation to the Amer-
-

sequence of Miss Baber's political and
efforts on behall of the Negro was an attempt
to present a fair and broad esthetic demonstration of
the black race’s native art. 00k the form of Negro
in Art Week held in Chicago last year under the aus-
pices of the Chicago Woman's Club and other organima-
tious. Miss Baber is chairman of the race-relations
committee of that club, and by her untiring efforts
helped to make the event a significant success

The program was & comprehensive one showing the
progress of the Negro in art, from the primitive African

lern transplanted and evolved product, in-
cluding literature. sculpture. painting, music and the
applied arts.

The examples of primitive African art were from the
traveling exhibit of the Harlem Mu:
nown as the Blondian Coll
Cone. minsal by e Theniee avte’ Mol The
object was to preserve and inierpret the ancestral arts
and craits of the Negro and make .hem efTective as &
cultural background and inspiration for Negro art and
culture in America.

The collection is mostly the work of the naturally
artisiic Bushongo peopies of the Belgian
Bakuba. Baluba and Bangongo tribes. There are also
ivory. West Coast and Nigerian work.

e TR
barbari modern art of the Negro in America stands
out with new significance. for not in mere imitation,
but in the development of original art forms. lies the
of his esthetic expression

Eugene O'Neill in “All God's Chillun Got Wings"
and “The amr.-mr Jones” Du Bose Heyward in
mba’s Daughters” Julia Peterkin in
Black Apeil” and ~Scarlet Sister Mary” have attempted
in drama and narrative Lo sound the emotional depthe
2 the mental processes of the Negro. Others,

0o less distinguished in elds, have
interproted for us the music. his song,
panting  But

>s the strength

o Alrica, Miss
ual conven-
1aiional League for Peace and

t figure there—a valiant
state of consclousness
prejudice and national hatred
are sublimated in love of humanity at least, 18

tion of the Women's Ir

d of
+ the
st knowl-
native

who know Zonia Baber

his
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